
 
James Robinson Cravens lived on the family farm that was established when his 
maternal great-grandparents immigrated from Yorkshire, England to Buffalo Hart, 
Illinois. After attending the University of Illinois, he returned to the farm to help 
his semi-retired father, run the 2,000 acres. This is where James raided his family 
and became active in the community. He participated om the Tri-City School 
Board for 17 years, sat on the Board of Farmers State Bank of Buffalo for 44 years, 
was on the Board of Directors Farm Supply, member of the Sangamon County 
Farm Bureau, Cooperative Extension Council, 50 year member of the Masonic 
Lodge, Springfield Consistory and an Ansar Shine. He also served on the Board of 
the Buffalo Hart Presbyterian Church. In 1968 he had the honor of entertaining 
Hubert Humphrey, our Vice President of the United States, and in 1969 Hosted 
the Farm Progress Show. James received the Master Farmer Award in 1971 and in 
1972 the family farm was names a Centennial Farm.  
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